Sue McDougall
I am the first to admit that I took my better than 20/20 eyesight for granted. That was up until recently.

It wasn’t until my daughter started to experience problems with her eyesight that I realised how precious this sense is. At this stage the specialists think that she has a form of macular dystrophy, what type we don’t know. There are many different dystrophies, as we are finding out.

My whole life focus’s around having good vision, not only in my professional career, but I am a passionate sewer, embroiderer, crafter, have a love of photography and spend as much time as I can in the garden. Natural landscapes, colour and the environment are all important to me.  I couldn’t imagine not being able to see the leaves on the trees, the small insects on my plants and the tiny stitches that are joined to create a picture, let alone not being able to carry out everyday tasks with ease.

The hardest point to come to terms with is the fact that everything is out of focus, glasses will not correct this ever.  Lines appear wavy and letters move on the page. Not knowing if her vision will deteriorate quickly or stabilise is something we are living with every day.  Luckily for our family her eyesight hasn’t deteriorated in the past few months.  We certainly celebrate and appreciate every week.
Currently there is not treatment or cure and is the reason why I have put up my hand to become patron of Retina Australia (WA). Funding research is important and the only hope in the quest to cure blindness.

100% of funds raised go into funding research into Retinitis Pigmentosa and other related retina and macular dystrophies.

It is my wish that a cure for these diseases is found in the very near future and blindness will become a disease of the past.

Please join with me to share this vision……..

